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                 Miracles do happen. 

On a sunny October morning, just about a month before Thanksgiving, a group of around 300 volunteers, 
donors and homeless guests joined Gov. Bill Ritter outside an adobe-colored three-story building at 7th 
and Lipan. They were celebrating the opening of the new Haven of Hope. And whether they actually ever 
knew him or not, that morning they were all friends of Fr. Woody. 

One of the homeless guests who cut the dedication ribbon told the Rocky Mountain News that while he 
knew Fr. Woody “just by association” the opening of the new facility “is a big load off the mind. I live in a 
van, but you can’t shower there. The new building will let me get a shower. That’s a big deal.” 

Showers are only one of the services afforded to the poor at Fr. Woody’s Haven of Hope. Breakfast, hot 
lunch, clothing and laundry are just some of the ways that hundreds of people are helped each day.  And 
with the opening of the new building – and the coming of winter – the needs are growing day by day. 

“Some days, we are serving twice as many lunches in the new dining room as we used to serve in the 
tents outside. It is such a blessing that people are able to come inside and be warm even for the short 
time they are eating,” said executive director Cass Cronan. “We are also seeing an increase in the 
number of homeless women and children who are coming to eat lunch; people who didn’t necessarily 
feel comfortable in the other environment."      

Email - info@frwoodyshavenofhope.org 
303.607.0855 

 

OPENING OF NEW BUILDING IS 
THE “BEGINNING OF OUR JOURNEY” 

We cannot pray to the Lord  
and reject the ones He loved  
the most.” 
 
—-Msgr. C. B. Woodrich  
                     (Fr. Woody) 
 
“You mention Fr. Woody’s 
name and people immediately 
smile.” 
 
— Governor Bill Ritter 

 

 

I believe Fr. Woody would 
remind us that the open-
ing of this building is not 
the end, but rather the 
beginning of our journey. 
As part of our celebration, 
we all should renew our 
commitment to serving 
those in need.” 

—Cass Cronan, Executive 
Director Haven of Hope 

                                                                                “I call this the miracle on Lipan Street.” 

—Jay Gould, volunteer and board member, Haven of Hope 

Continued to page 3 
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Complete the order form below and mail it to Father Woody’s Haven of Hope operated by the Franciscan Friends of the Poor, 1101 
W. 7th Avenue, Denver, CO 80204 along with your check, money order, Visa, Master Card or American Express - You may pay all 
at once or monthly.  Father Woody’s Haven of Hope is a 501(c)(3) Non Profit Organization  
   
Name ______________________________________________________________________ Phone _________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________City _________________________State____________Zip____________ 
 
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Leaf Options:  One line- $100.00 ____  Two lines - $250.00 _____ Payment Amount $___________ One Time or $_____   Monthly 
 
Visa, MC, Amex Card#_________________________________________________________________________ Exp__________ 
 
Signature__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Printed Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Your inscription must fit in the boxes below.  Each box represents a letter, number, space or punctuation.  Enter your text starting on 
the far left box.  Enter name and message on two different lines. 
 
 
 

QUALIFY FOR ADDITIONAL TAX 
SAVINGS! 

Did you know we are an Enterprise Zone 
Charity?  Your gift to us may entitle you to a 

Colorado state income tax credit.  In addition to the 
charitable deduction allowed for your gift, if you pay 
Colorado state income tax you may be entitled to a 

state income tax credit of up to 25% of the amount of 
your gift.  Minimum $100 gift required.  Call or         

e-mail us today for more information at 
info@frwoodyshavenofhope.org. 

The Tree of Hope is Growing 
Would you like to honor someone in a very special way?     Have you ever known or 
been acquainted with someone who has lost everything?  If so, buy a leaf on the 
Tree of Hope which is painted in the Dining Area of Father Woody’s Haven of Hope.  
Each leaf is personalized with your name or the name of someone you want to 
honor and an optional message.  For more information, please contact us at 
303.607.0855 or email cass@frwoodyshavenofhope.org 

 

WE CAN ACCEPT YOUR CAR 
AND TRUCK  
DONATIONS 

 
For a tax deductible gift, 
please contact Kris at 720-
898-6283 to make arrange-
ments to have the car or truck 
donated!   
 

 

Board of  
Directors 

 
Catherine Canny  

Alexandra Delargy 
Don Gallegos   

Jay Gould   
Pat Heaton   

P. Dan Hopkins 
Mary Klein   

Mike McManus 
 John Metsker 
Joe Phillipps   

Vince Vecchiarelli 
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(continued from page 1) 
The increased demand also presents a new challenge: Finding the resources  

to help those in need. 

“It is only through the kindness of our donors that we are able to carry on the work of Fr. Woody,” said 
Haven of Hope Board President Don Gallegos . “The new building was made possible by donations 
from over 1,600 caring individuals. Some donations were large, some were small, but every penny 
made a difference. Now we’re counting on our donors for their continued support so we can carry on Fr. 
Woody’s mission of helping the poor.” 

Along with meals, laundry and showers, other services at the Haven of Hope include phone and internet 
access, assistance with rent and utilities, and donations of clothing, toiletries and other hygienic neces-
sities.  

“What you have built here is so much more than mortar and wood,” said Gov. Bill Ritter. “It is a place of 
hope. I believe even Fr. Woody would be surprised at how his message of service continues to inspire 
so many people years after his death. I think it is because his message of love and service is timeless 
and so badly needed in our world today.” 

Before the opening of the new building, the Franciscan Friends of the Poor 
(founded in 1998) had been helping the homeless from a tiny old house on 
the adjacent corner. The small space severely limited the services that 
could be provided. 

Now, while space is no longer a concern, the fact is financial resources al-
ways will be. 

Every hot meal is served because someone was kind enough to make a  
donation. Every shower, every article of clothing, every bus token is made 
possible by someone’s contribution. And the demand is especially acute during the winter. 

As you gather around the table this Thanksgiving, consider this thought from Fr. Woody: “They can’t 
pay rent. They can’t find any work. They’re on the road, and not by choice.  You’re going to drive home 
to a place tonight. So am I.  We don’t have any idea about what it’s like not to have a home. The whole 
world is full of people who need help.” 

We are truly thankful for your support in the past and we pray for your continued help as we 

strive to serve “the least among us.” 

UPDATE ON “BROTHER B” 
Baldemar Garza, our last remaining “brother”, has moved to Boston to join 
the Little Brothers of Saint Francis.  While we are sad that he has left us, 
he is very happy to finally be in formation for the religious life.  We have 
named one of our offices in the new building in his honor, in gratitude for his 
seven years of service here to the poor.   

Baldemar writes, “I say goodbye to all of you and especially to our homeless brothers and sisters. 
These years in Denver were our Lord’s way to prepare me for Boston to be a Little Brother of Saint 
Francis. This religious community is more than I ever dreamed of.” 
If you wish to write to him Baldemar’s address is:  Baldemar Garza, Little Brothers of Saint Francis, 
785-789 Parker Street, Mission Hill (Boston),MA, 02120. 
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Fa t h e r  Wo o d y ’s  
H a ve n  o f  H o p e  

O p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  
F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  P o o r  

“We are here to serve not to judge.” 
Rev. Monsignor Charles B. Woodrich 
“Father Woody” 
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MEET JAY GOULD — VOLUNTEER 
What did you do before you became involved with Fr. Woody’s? 
I worked for 40 years for Joslins Department Stores.  I was a store manager when I retired and had a 
great career. 
Why did you decide to become a part of the Franciscan Friends of the Poor? 
I was at Mass one day, a year after my wife had passed away, and the priest looked right at me and 
said, “Sell all and give to the poor.”  So I gave all to my children and moved to the Franciscan 
Friends of the Poor and lived here for three years. 

What is the most rewarding thing you do at the Haven of Hope? 
The most rewarding thing is meeting both sides:  the homeless and the rich.  At one time, April 2004, we were $14,000 in the 
hole. By December 2006, we had $900,000 to $1,000,000.  The largest donation was $200,000; the smallest was change from 
the poor.  The amount of in kind donations was well over $200,000 in building materials, etc. The generosity of people was 
overwhelming. 
At the dedication you called the new Haven of Hope building “the miracle on Lipan Street.”  What did you mean by that?  
Why I was placed in this position, the priest calling to me at Mass, calling me to this place.  I feel I was placed at the right 
time to do the most good in my life.  It was a miracle to me. 
Tell us about your family and what you do to enjoy life when you’re not helping at Fr. Woody’s 
I met my wife Marge at a secular Franciscan meeting in August 2006 and married in December 2006.  She was widowed nine 
years and I was five years.  We both enjoy volunteering and helping the less fortunate and we also like to travel. 

Mission Statement 
 

To provide food, shelter, clothing, counseling, rehabilitation and hygienic services to the homeless and indigent.  
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